As reported in M 110 and in the Correspondence column of this issue, Jack Blyth is busy preparing for his celebratory circumnavigation of the South Island of New Zealand in April.  To prepare his 1929 fabric saloon for the run, he has been making one or two modifications.


Jack reports by e-mail: “If you are a vintage purist and also English, just delete this e-mail now.  In preparation for my tour in April (7th, I think) I am preparing the car so it will overcome the steepest and longest Alpine pass we have, and there are plenty.  The photos are self-explanatory.  Note the carburetter is 1⅛ inch to match the extra power from the Brooklands 12/12 camshaft, so that’s how the filter can bolt on.  Note also the Morris conversion from 6 to 12 volts.
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Jack Blyth’s heat shield in place.  Note also the air filter and late type  carburetter bowl, which enables the fuel line to be routed away from the hot manifold
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The four blade fan in place.  On the left may be seen the conventionally oriented belt driven 12 V dynamo


	[image: image3.jpg]



The radiator being back-flushed from the bottom water outlet with a garden hose.  Backflushing like this dislodges rust and dirt deposits from the honeycomb
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The block receiving the same hose treatment via the top water outlet – again flushing in the reverse direction to the thermosiphon flow



If you have had your vintage Minor out and about recently, do pass along details, with action photographs to prove if possible, so that your exploits can be recognized in these pages.
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CORRESPONMDENCE
















Jack Blyth,

3 Sayers Crescent,

Christchurch 8004,

New Zealand

Ian,

I thought that you might be interested in a short report on my reliability trial to the West Coast.  In preparation for my expedition to circumnavigate the South Island of New Zealand in late March 2003 to celebrate the 75th anniversary of Minors and my own 70th birthday, I had planned a preliminary shorter tour to check out the car for reliability.  This I did from 26th to 28th Dec 2002, with success.  I can report that the Minor came through with flying colours and now gives me confidence to tackle the 1,500-mile tour in 2003 with confidence.

On Boxing Day morning I left home at 9 a.m. and, after 20 minutes driving, decided to check the lights in case it got dark.  On switching the lights on, the electrics failed.  Being only a few miles from home, I returned to fix the problem.  After stripping the instrument panel and lighting switch (no mean feat) I then found the problem was a short in the tail-light bulb holder.  All rewired, I left again at 11.20 a.m.  The trip over the Alps through the Lewis Pass was uneventful with the car cruising comfortably at 40 mph on flat roads and 30 mph when negotiating hills in 3rd gear (my car has the SV 4-speed box).

I arrived in my home town of Westport about 7 p.m., got the last bed in town due to it being the annual raceday, avoiding erecting my puptent in drizzle.  Next day was fine so I visited relatives for morning tea then drove down the beautiful coastal highway (narrow two-way sealed road) to Greymouth, found a comfortable motel/hotel and adjusted gaps in cam followers to be within 2 to 6 thousandths, not an easy task as everyone will know.  I must have done a good job as the car ran much smoother and with lots of power the next day.  Strange how gaps sneak larger for no apparent reason.  The third day of tour was to return to Christchurch over the other pass through the Southern Alps, called the Otira pass.

Here I experienced the only problem of the whole 417 mile tour, negotiating a 3 km uphill ascent of 16% incline (very, very steep).  After about 1 km the calorimeter registered max and the petrol appeared to vapourise causing the car to go up the hill like a kangaroo (Australia’s national emblem).  Pulling the mixture control out seemed to help and luckily there was a parking area at about the 2 km mark.  I stopped for lunch and topped up the radiator (with my plastic lunch bag) from a mountain stream while a Kea (native parrot) tried to eat the wiring from under the car.  I set the carb. float level a little higher and managed to negotiate the remaining distance to the summit in low gear (very low in a 4-speed box) with my left wheels in the ditch allowing moderns pass me.

Once over the Pass, the car reverted to its normal behaviour and the last 40 miles down the Canterbury plains at 1% downhill was achieved at 45 mph.  You will know that in NZ we are not as strict about originality, so my car has a few modifications to improve its safety for touring.  These include, indicators, brake lights, 12-volt generator, regulator, 75 watt halogen bulbs, cigarette lighter to charge mobile phone, two 1-gallon petrol cans mounted on the rear bumper, Brooklands 12/12 cam, 4-speed box and a roof rack for fishing rods.
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Rugged west coast shoreline
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One more mountain to climb
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Popular alpine watering hole
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	After this tour I intend to make a few improvements before my big trip next year, the biggest being to lower the front seats and replace the very firm horsehair padding with some foam rubber to reduce the sore bottom effect.


All in all a very satisfying experience and one that made me very proud to be able to explain to all the tourists that it was really a Morris Minor and, yes, it did have an overhead cam motor and, yes, I have been over the Alps twice in three days.


Finally, here is a little modification I did to the rocker cover holding brackets about 20 years ago so I could remove the camshaft without removing any cylinder head nuts or the radiator.  It works really well.


Ed.  Good luck with your trip, Jack.  We look forward to reading your report!
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